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Cyber Sexual Bullying

AB 2536

Effective January 1, 2017, Assembly Bill No. 2536 (AB 2536) added “an act of cyber sexual bullying”
to the categories of bullying for which a pupil may be suspended from school or expelled by a
District. “Cyber sexual bullying” is now defined within Education
Code section 48900(r).
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What’s Next

Districts should update their student disciplinary Board Policies
and written documents with respect to suspensions and
expulsions to reflect this new cause for disciplinary action.

Education Code 48900

() Engaged in an act of bullying. For purposes of this subdivision, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1) “Bullying” means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including communications made in
writing or by means of an electronic act, and including one or more acts committed by a pupil or group of pupils
as defined in Section 48900.2, 48900.3, or 48900.4, directed toward one or more pupils that has or can be
reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following:

(A) Placing a reasonable pupil or pupils in fear of harm to that pupil’s or those pupils’ person or property.

(B) Causing a reasonable pupil to experience a substantially detrimental effect on his or her physical or mental
health.

(C) Causing a reasonable pupil to experience substantial interference with his or her academic performance.

(D) Causing a reasonable pupil to experience substantial interference with his or her ability to participate in or
benefit from the services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.

(2)

(A) “Electronic act’ means the creation or transmission originated on or off the schoolsite, by means of an
electronic device, including, but not limited to, a telephone, wireless telephone, or other wireless
communication device, computer, or pager, of a communication, including, but not limited to, ... the
following:

(iii) An act of cyber sexual bullying.

(I) For purposes of this clause, “cyber sexual bullying” means the dissemination of, or the solicitation
or incitement to disseminate, a photograph or other visual recording by a pupil to another pupil or
to school personnel by means of an electronic act that has or can be reasonably predicted to have
one or more of the effects described in subparagraphs (A) to (D), inclusive, of paragraph (1). A
photograph or other visual recording, as described above, shall include the depiction of a nude,
semi-nude, or sexually explicit photograph or other visual recording of a minor where the minor is
identifiable from the photograph, visual recording, or other electronic act.

() For purposes of this clause, “cyber sexual bullying” does not include a depiction, portrayal, or
image that has any serious literary, artistic, educational, political, or scientific value or that
involves athletic events or school-sanctioned activities.

Please contact your ASCIP risk services consultant at (562) 404-8029 to discuss further.



