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SAFETY LIGHTING

Proper lighting across school campuses is a critical
component of maintaining a secure and functional
environment for students, staff, and visitors. Having a
well-lit area contributes to accident prevention, deter
vandalism, and enhance overall security. From parking
lots to athletic fields, effective lighting is an essential
investment in the safety and well-being of the school
community. School employees play a key role in
identifying and addressing inadequate lighting
conditions to prevent potential hazards.

One of the most immediate benefits of safety lighting
is the reduction of trip-and-fall incidents. Poorly lit
pathways, stairwells, and entryways increase the risk
of accidents, especially in early morning or evening
hours. Proper illumination helps individuals navigate
campus walkways safely, reducing liability concerns
and the likelihood of injuries. School staff should
regularly inspect lighting fixtures in high-traffic areas to
ensure bulbs are functional, brightness levels are
adequate, and obstructions like  overgrown
landscaping do not block light sources.
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In addition to preventing injuries, safety lighting is a
crucial deterrent against vandalism and unauthorized
activity. Dark, unmonitored areas provide opportunities
for property damage, theft, and other security
concerns. To enhance security, consider the following:

< Ensure parking lots, storage facilities, and building
entrances are well-lit.

% Install motion-activated or high-efficiency LED
lighting in vulnerable areas.
% Regularly inspect and replace non-functional
lights.
< Trim trees and bushes that may obstruct lighting
coverage.
Emergency preparedness is another critical reason for
proper lighting in schools. In the event of a power
outage, fire, or other emergencies, well-lit exit routes
and emergency lighting systems are important for safe
evacuation. Schools can improve emergency lighting
by:

« Installing battery-powered or generator-backed
emergency lighting in hallways and stairwells.

< Ensuring all exit signs are properly illuminated and
visible.

% Conducting regular inspections and maintenance
on backup lighting systems.

< Training staff and students on emergency exit
routes and safety procedures.

Maintaining safe and effective lighting is a shared
responsibility among school employees, administrators,
and facility maintenance teams. Regular inspections,
prompt reporting of malfunctioning lights, and
investment in modern energy-efficient lighting solutions
help create a safer environment for everyone. By
prioritizing safety lighting, schools can significantly
reduce the risk of injury and crime.

Please contact your ASCIP Risk Services Consultant
or our Risk Services team at RM_Info@ascip.org for
questions or to discuss further.
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